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CHRISTIAN PIETY 


FREED FROM 


ENTHUSIASM. 


”_ 8 LL the miſery and diſtreſs of hu⸗ 
(3g man nature, whether of body 
SD or mind, is wholly owing ta 
tis cauſe, That Gon is not in 
maman, nor man in Gon, as the 
ſtate of his nature requires: It is becauſe man 
has loſt that firſt fe of Gon in his ſoul, in 


and for which he was created: He loſt this 


life, and light, and ſpirit, by turning his 
imagination, will and deſire, into a taſting 
and ſenſibility of the good and evil of this 
earthly world. 
TERRE are two things raiſed up in man in- 


| | ſtead of the fe of GOD firſt, Self, or ſelfiſn- 


neſs, brought forth by his chuſing to have a 
will and wiſdom of his own, contrary to the 
will and inſtruction of Go p his Creator. 
Secondly, An earthly, beaſtial, mortal life and 
body, brought forth by his eating that food 
which was poiſon to his paradiſiacal nature: 
Both theſe muſt therefore be removed; that 

js, a man muſt firſt die totally to ſelf, and —— 


ER; ta: "oY 

| all RTE es, views. ad a 8, be- 
fore he = be again in Gop, as his __ 
and firſt creation require. 

Ir this be a certain and imat Nuk, 
That man, ſo long as he is a ſelfiſh, earthly- 
minded creature, muſt be deprived of his true 
life, the fe of Gor, the Spirit of heaven in 
his ſoul; what miſery, nay, what a curſe is 


there in every thing, that nouriſhes and gra- 


tifies our Self- love, Self-eſteem, and Self- 
ſeeking; and what life is ſo much to be dread- 
ed as a life of worldly eaſe and proſperity? 
On the other hand, what happineſs is there 
in all outward and inward troubles: and diſ- 
treſſes, when they force us to feel and know 
the hell that is hidden within us, and the va- 
nity of every thing without us; when the 
turn all our Self-love into Self-abhorrence, 
and force us to call upon Gop to ſave us from 
. ourſelves, and 2 give us a new life, new 
light, and new Spirit in Jesvs CHRIST. 
* On happy famine! might the poor Pro- 
4 digal have well ſaid; which, by reducing me 
to the neceſfity of aſking to eat huſks with 
% ſwine, brought me to nf, and cauſed 
my return to my firſt happineſs in my Fa- 
e fther's houſe.” a like manner may be ſaid 
to him who feels the deepeſt diſtreſſes, in- 


wWardly, darkneſs, heavineſs, and confuſion of 


thoughts and paſſions; ; outwardly, ill uſage 
from friends, relations, and the world, unable 
to ſtrike up the leaſt ſpark of light or com- 
fort, by any j thought or reaſoning of his own; 


Oh, 


„ 
Oh happy famine ! which leaves you not ſo 
much as the huſk of one human comfort to 
feed upon, for this is the time and place for all 
that good and ſalvation to happen to you, 
which happened to the prodigal fon ; your 
way is as ſhort, and your ſucceſs as certain as 
his was; you have no more to do than he had; 
you need not call for Books or Methods of De- 
votion; for in ſuch a ſtate, much reading and 
| borrowed prayers are not your beſt Method: 
All that you are to offer to Gop, all that is to 
help you to find him to be your Saviour and 
Redeemer, is beſt taught and expreſſed by 
the diſtreſſed ſtate of your heart: Only let 
your diſtreſs make you feel and acknowledge 
this twofold great truth; irt, That of your- 
ſelf, you are nothing but darkneſs, vanity 
and miſery; ſecondly, That of yourſelf, you 


can no more help yourſelf to light and com- 


fort, than you can create an Angel. People 
at all times can ſeem to aſſent to theſe two 
truths; but then it is an aſſent that has no 
depth or reality, and ſo of little uſe; but 
your condition will open your heart for a 
deep and full conviction of theſe truths: Now 
give way, I beſeech you, to this conviction, 
and then you are the Prodigal come to your- 
ſelf, and above HAL THE WORE IS DONE. 
BEING in full poſſeſſion of theſe two 
truths, and feeling them in the ſame degree 
of certainty as you feel your on exiſtence, 
vou are, under this ſenſibility, to give up 
— yourſelf 


161 

yourſelf abſolutely. and entirely to GoD in 
rr Jesus, as into the hands of infinite 
Love; firmly believing this great and infal-, 
lible truth, that Gop has no will towards you, 
but that of infinite love, and infinite deſire 
to make you a partaker of his divine nature 


and that it is as abſolutely impoſſible for the 


Father of our Lord JIxsus CHRIST to refuſe 


Pou all that good and ſalvation you want, 


as it is for you to take it by your own power. 
Oh drink deep of this cup! for the precious 
- water of, eternal Life is in it. Turn unto. 

Go p with this faith; caſt yourſelf into this 
abyſs of love; and then you will be in that 
ſtate the Prodigal was in, when he ſaid, I will . 
ariſe and go to my Father, and will ſay unt 
him, Father, I have ſinned againſt. heaven, and 
before thee, and am no more worthy'to be called 
thy Son; and then all that which is related of 
him, will be fulfilled in you. od 

Makx this therefore the twofold exerciſe 
of your heart; now, bowing yourſelf down 
ore Gop, in the deepeſt ſenſe and acknow- 
ledgment of your own nothingneſs and vile- 
nels ; then, looking up unto Gop in faith and 
love, conſider him as always extending the 
arms of his mercy towards you, and full of 
an infinite deſire to dwell in you, as he dwells 
in the Angels in heaven : Content yourſelf 
with this inward and ſimple exerciſe: of your 
heart for a while, and ſeek or like nothing 


[7] 


in any book, but that which nouriſhes and 
ſtrengthens this ſtate of your heart. | 
Come unto me, ſays the holy Jesvs, all yethat 
labour, and are heavy laden, and I will refreſh 
vo; here is more for you to live upon, more 
light for your mind, more of unction for your 
heart, than in volumes of human inſtruction; 
ick up the words of the holy Jzsus, and 
beg of him to be the life and light of your 
foul; love the ſound of his name, for Ixsus 
is the he, the ſweetneſs, the compaſſionate = 
goodneſs of Gop himſelf, which became man, 
that ſo man might have power to become the 
Sons of Gop; love, and pity, and. wiſh well 
to every ſoul in the world ; dwell in love, and 
then you dwell in Gop ; hate nothing, but 
the evil that ſtirs in your heart. 
TE Ac your heart this prayer, till it con- 
tinually ſaith, though not with outward 
words; © O Holy JESUS, meek Lamb of 
* .Gop, Bread that came down from heaven, 
Light and life of all holy ſouls, help me to 
e a true and living faith; O do thou open 
* thyſelf within me, with all thy holy na- 
e ture, Spirit, tempers, and inclinations, that 
I may be born again of thee, a new 
te creature, quickened and revived, led and 
« governed by thy holy Spirit.” 
PRAYER 1o practiſed becomes the fe of 
be foul, and the true food of eternity: Keep 
in this ſtate of application to Gop, and then 
you will find it to be the true way of riſing. 
| Out 


A 


„„ : 
out of the vanity of Time into the riches of 
We muſt not always look for the fame de- 
grees of fervour ; the matter lies not there; 
nature will have its ſhare; but the ups-and- 
downs of that are to be overlooked, whilſt the 
will and ſpirit are good, and ſet right; for 
the changes of animal fervour, lefſen not our 
union with Gop. It is the abyſs of the heart, 
an unfathomable depth of eternity within 
us, as much above ſenſible fervour, as hea- 
ven is above earth; it is this that works our 
way to Gop, and unites with Him: bis is 
the divine nature and power within us, which 
never calls upon Gop in vain, but whether 
helped or deſerted by bodily fervour, pene- 
trates through all outward nature, as eaſily 
and effectually as our thoughts can leave 
our bodies, and reach into the regions of 
TA E poverty of our fallen nature, the de- 
raved workings of fleſh and blood, the cor- 
rupt tempers of our ' polluted birth in this 
world, do us no hurt, fo long as the Spirit 
of Prayer works contrary to them, and longs 
for the firſt birth of the Light and Spirit of 
Heaven. All our natural evil ceaſes to be 
our own evil, as ſoon as our will and ſpirit 
turn from it; it then changes its nature, 
loſes all its poiſon and death, and only be- 

comes our holy croſs, on which we happig 
o e 


2 


p 


9.1 

te MF ſelf and this world i into. the kingdom 
of- Heaven. 'J 6; +7 

LE us therefore continually conſider 
Gon, as the greateſt love; his eternal un- 
changeable Will, as the greateſt good and 
bleſſing to every creature; and that all the 
miſery, darkneſs, and death of fallen angels 
and fallen man, comſiſts in their having loſt 
their likeneſs to this divine nature: Let us 
alſo conſider ourſelves, and all the fallen 
world, as having nothing to ſeek or with for, 
but by the Spirit of Prayer to draw into our 
ſouls, rays and ſparks, of the divine, meek, 
loving, tender nature of Gov : Laſtly, let us 
conſider the holy Jzsus, as the gift of GO 
to oußz ſouls, to begin and finiſh the birth of 
Gop within us, in ſpite of every inward and 


doutward enemy. Theſe three infallible truths, 


| heartily embraced, and made the nouriſh- 
ment of our ſouls, ſhorten and ſecure the way . 
to heaven, and leave no room for error, 

ſeruple or deluſion. . 
EXPECT no light, life or comfort, but from 

; the Spirit of Gop dwelling and manifeſting . 
his own goodneſs in your foul: The beſt'of 

me and the beſt of books can do us good, 
any ſo far as they turn us from themiclves, 
every human comfort, to ſeek, and have,, 


and hi ha every. kind of good from Gop 


alone; not a diſtant, nor an abſent Gop, but. 
from. him who lives, and moves, and works 
in the Spirit of our ſouls: They never find 
B | | Gop, 


* 


and alſo infallible means of obtaining a true 


V 
Gov, who ſearch for him by reaſoning and 
ſpeculation; for ſince God is the higheſt 
Spirit and the ugh Life, nothing but a 


like Spirit, and a like Life, can unite with 
him, find, feel, or know any thing of Him: 
Hence it is, that Faith, and Hope, and Love 
turned towards Go p, are the only poſſible 


and living knowledge of him: And the rea- 

ſon is plain, becauſe by thefe holy tempers, 
which are the workings of his Life and Spirit. 
within us, we ſeek the Gop of Life, where He 

is, we call upon Him with his own voice, we 

draw near Him by his own Spirit; for nothing 
can breathe forth faith, and loye, and hope 
to Gop, but that Spirit and Life which are of 

God, and which through fleſh and blood, 
thus preſs towards Him, and realy unite 
with Him. 

THERE is not a morg:clear truth than 
this, That neither reaſoning nor learning can 
ever introduce a ſpark of heaven into our 
ſouls; and if this be true, we have nothing 
to ſeek, nor any thing to fear from reaſon: 

Life and Death are the things in queſtion, 
they are neither of them the growth of reaſon 
or learning, but each of them is a State of 
the Soul, and thus differ, Death 7s the want, 
and Life is the enjoyment of its higheſt good. 
| Reaſon therefore and Learning have no power 
here, but by their vain activity to keep the 


foul inſenfible of that * and Death, one of 
which 


1 E 
which is always growing up in it, according 
as the will and deſire of the heart worketh : 
Add reaſon to a vegetable, and you add no- 
thing to its life or death : its life or fruitful- 
neſs lieth in the ſoundneſs of its root, and 
the goodneſs of the foil, and the ſtrength it 
derives from air and light. Heaven and Hell 

row thus in the ſoul of every man; his heart 
is the root; if that be turned from evil, it is 
like the plant in a good foil ; when it hungers 
and thirſts after the divine life, it then, by the 
Spirit of Prayer, infallibly draws the light 
and Spirit of God into it, which are infi- 
nitely more ready and 1 to live and 
fructify in the ſoul, than light and air to 
enter into the plant; for the ſoul hath its 
being and life for no other end but that the 
triune Gop may manifeſt the riches and power 
of his own life in it. | p * 
Wär therefore it is the one ruling, 

never- ceaſing defire of our hearts, that Gop 
may be the beginning and end, the reaſon and 
motive, the rule and meaſure of our doing 
or not doing, from morning to night; then 
every where, whether ſpeaking or ſilent, 
whether eee or outwardly employed, 
we are equally offered up to Gop, have our 


- life in him; and from him; and are united 
to him by that Spirit of Prayer which is the 
comfort, the ſupport, the ſtrength and ſecu- 
rity of the ſoul: For this Spirit of Prayer, 
let us willingly give up all that we inherit 


fro m 


2 

from our fallen kater; ; to be all Slat ey 
thirſt after Gop ; to have no care or thought, 
but how to. be wholly his devoted inſtru- 
ments, every where and in every thing, * 
adoring, thankful, joyful ſervants. Gs 
Lx us have eyes ſhut, and ears ſtop 

to every thing, that is not a ſtep in that Ra 
der that reaches from earth to heaven: To 
Help us forward, reading is good, hearing is 
good, conver ſation and meditation are good; 
but then, they are only good at times and oc- 
caſions, in a certain 776 Wc and muſt be 
uſed and governed with ſuch caution, as we 
eat, drink, and refreſh ourſelves, or they 
will bring forth in us the fruits of intemper- 
ance : But the Spirit of Prayer is for all times 
and all occaſions, it is a lamp to be always 
burning, a light to be ever ſhining; every 
thing calls for it, every. thing is to be done 
in it, and governed by it; becauſe j it is, and 
means, and wills the abſolu e totality of the 
Soul, not in doing this or that, but wholly 

and inceſſantly given up to Gon, to be 
and do what, and where, | and when he 
pleaſes. 

THis: Nate of abſolute Reſignation, naked 
Faith, and pure Love of God, is the higheſt . 
perfection, and moſt purified life of thoſe, 
who are Chriſtians indeed; and is neither 

more or leſs than what our bleſſed Redeemer 
has called and qualified us to aſpire after in 
helf words, Thy ing dan come, thy will be 


dont 


EA . - 
one in earth as it is in heaven. It is to be 
ſought for in the ſimplicity of a little child, 
without being captivated with any myſterious 
depths or heights of ſpeculation; without 
coveting any knowledge, or wanting to ſee 
any ground of nature, grace or creature, 
only ſo far as they bring us nearer to Gop, 
force us to renounce and forget every thing 
for Him, to do every thing in Him, with 
Him, and for Him; and to give every breath- 
ing, moving, ſtirring, intention, and deſire 
of our Soul, Spirit, and Life to Him. 
Lr every creature have your love: Love, 
with its fruits of patience, meekneſs, humility, 
' gentleneſs, joy, is all we can wiſh to ourſelves, 
and our fellow-creatures ; for this is to live 
to Gop, united to him, both for time and 
Jo defire to communicate good to every 
creature, in the degree we can, and it is capable 
of receiving from us, is a divine temper, for 
thus Gop ſtands unchangeably diſpoſed to- 


Wards the whole creation; but as we value 


the peace which Gop has brought-forth by 
his holy Spirit in us, as we continually defire 
to be taught by an unction from above, let 
us not willingly enter into diſputes with any 
about the truths of ſalvation ; but give them 
every help, except that of debating with 
them ; for no man has a fitneſs for the light 
of the Goſpel, till he finds an hunger and 
thirſt for ſomething better than that, "_ 
"of Ro e 


[ 14 Þ i Co 
he is and has by nature; Yet we nght not 
to check our inclinations to _ ers in 
every way we can, only let us do what we. 
do as a work of Gop; and then, whatever. 
may be the event, we ſhall have reaſon to 
be content with the ſucceſs Gon gives to it. 
He that hath ears to hear, let him bear; may 
be enough for us, as it was for our bleſſed. 
Lord. The next thing that belongs to us, 
which is alſo Godlike, is a true unfeigned 
patience and meekneſs, ſhewing every kind 
of good-will to thoſe, who turn a deaf ear 
towards us; and looking upon it to be as 
contrary to Gop's method, and the good 


| ſtate of our own ſouls, to diſpute with _ 73 
man in contentious words, as to fight with 


him in defence of gaſpel truts. 


Come unto me, all ye that labour and are 


heavy laden, and I will refreſh you, ſaith our 
bleſſed Lord; and again, he faith by Saunt 
Jabn, I will give unto him that is athirft, of 
_ the. fountain of the water of life freely; he 


called none elſe, becauſe no one elſe hath 
ears to hear, or a heart to receive the truths 
of Redemption. = F 
- Every man is a vain diſputer, till ſome- 

thing has diſturbed his ſtate and awakened a a 
ſenſibility of his own evil and miſerable na- 
ture; we are all of us afraid both of inward 


and outward diſtreſs, and yet till diſtreſs 
comes, our life is but a dream, and we have 


no awakened feelings of our own true * 


r 

'W are apt to conſider Parts and Abili- 
ties, as the proper Qualifications for the re- 
ception of divine Truths; and to wonder, 
that a perſon of a fine underſtanding ſhould 
not immediately embrace juſt and ſolid doc- 
trines : But the matter is quite otherwiſe ; 
had man kept poſſeſſion of his firſt glorious 
* ſtate, there had been no foundation for the 
goſpel Redemption, and the doctrine of the 

_ Croſs muſt have appeared quite unreaſona- 
ble to be preſſed upon him; and therefore, 
w_ our Lord, To the poor is the goſpel preach= 
e; it is ſolely to them, and to none elſe; 
that is, to poor fallen man, who has loſt all 
the true natural riches and greatneſs of his 
divine life, to him is the goſpel preached ; 
but if man feels and knows nothing of this 
poverty of his nature, he is not the perſon 
to whom the goſpel belongs; it has no more 
ſuitableneſs to his ſtate, than it had to man 
unfallen; and then, the greater his parts 
and abilities are, the better is he qualified to 
ſnew the folly of every doctrine, of which 
he has no want; and (being ignorant of the 
depth of his heart) to gloſs over the neceſſi- 


ties and infirmities of his nature. 


Sc a man, though he knows it not, 
is as yet only at play and paſtime in a mat- 
ter of eternal conſequence, pleaſing himſelf 
with ſuppoſed, deep enquiries after ſtrict 
truth, whilſt he is only ſporting himſelf with 
lively, wandring images of this or that, Juſt as 
_ : 8 


=, R 
they happen to ſtart up in his mind; but till 
he ſees himſelf in the ſtate of the prodigal 
Son, and feels himſelf that very perſon there 
recorded, he cannot ſee the fitneſs of that 
Redemption, which the infinite love of Gop | 
offers to him: Such an one, alas! is rich, 
he is ſound, light is in his own power, good- 
neſs 1s in his own poſſeſſion, and eternal Life 
within his own reach; he feels no diſtreſs 
or darkneſs, but has a crucible of Reaſon 
and Judgment, that on every occaſion ſepa- 


rates Gold from Droſs; therefore he muſt be 


of Gop awakens him by other meth 
than argument and diſputation. 


bd 


left to his own Elyfum, till the tender #91 


LET us beware allo of the religious Pha- 
riſee, who raves againſt ſpiritual religion, 
becauſe it touches the very theart-ſtring of 
all ſyſtematical Divinity, and ſhakes the very 
foundation of every Babel in every Chriſtian 
country; for not a ſyſtem of Divinity, ſince. 
ſyſtems were in being, whether Popiſn or 
Proteſtant, deſerves a better name. 
ALL preachers of the true, ſpiritual myſ- 
tery, of a birth, light and life from above, 
in and by Jesvs CHRIST, ever were, and 
will be treated by the reigning, faſhionable 
Orthodoxy, as enemies to the letter and or- 
dinances of the Goſpel; in like manner as 
the Prophets in the Jewiſßi Church (who- 
were the myſtic preachers of that diſpenſa- 
tion) were deſpiſed and condemned, for call- 


33 


— 


ii people to a ſpiritual meaning of the dead 
letter, to a holineſs infinitely greater than 


that, which they placed in outward ſacrifices, 


„Cr PoE TS 
- WHroeve he be that has any ſituation of 
his own to defend, be it that of a celebrat- 


ed Preacher, a Champion for received Or- 


thodoxy, a Head, a Leader, or Follower of 


any Sect or Party, or particular Method; 


or that ſeems, both in his owr eyes, and 


in the eyes of others, to have made himſelf 
ſignificant in any kind of religious Diſtinc- 


tion; every ſuch perſon ſooner or later will 
find, that he has much of that very ſame to 
give up, which * hindered the zealous and 
eminently religious Phariſee from convert- 
ing to ChRIs T in the ſpirit of a little child. 


Non doth it help the matter, that ſuch an 


one abounds with piety and excellency, for 


St Paul was $overned by 4 ſpirit of reat 


piety, great excellenty, and zeal for Gov. 


When he was perſecuting the diſciples of 


CHRIST; he fays of himſelf, That he lived in 
all good conſcience, as touching the law blame- 
Jeſs, and according to the firaiteſt ſet? of the 
Fewiſh religion Hor the Phariſees, though 


many of them had all that Hypocriſy and 


 Rottenneſs which CHRIST laid to their 
charge, yet as a ſect they were an order of 


moſt confeſſed and reſplendent ſanctity; and 


2 the more earneſt and upright they were 
in this kind of zeal for goodneſs, the more 
_ earnefHy they oppoſed and condemned the 


heavenly _ 


. 
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work, minds the ſame things, has the ſame 


178.1 


hemenl m yſtery of a new his from Cunasrz 


pears from St Paul. 
2 ſect of the Phariſees did not 5 | 


"Wale the Jeuuſb church, it only loſt its old 


name, it is ſtill in being, and ſprings no- 


: in the ſame manner from the Goſpel, as it 
did then from the Law ; it has the fame 


place, lives the ſame life, does the fame 


goodneſs at heart, has the ſame religious 
honour, and claim to piety, in the Chriſ- 
tian, as it had in the Fewiſb church; and 
as much miſtakes the depths of the myſte 7 
of the Goſpel, as that ſect miſtook the myſ- 
5 Go 3 by the letter of * an and 1 
1 91 es. EE Nias 
Ir would be DIA ſhew 3 in ſeveral 3 in 


ſtances, how the leaven of that ſect. works 


amongſt, us, juſt as it did amongſt t 
Have any of the rulers. believed on bim? wN 


the orthodox queſtion of the antient Phari- 
2 Now we Chriſtians readily and willing- 
ly condemn, the 'weakneſs, and folly of that 
| Sw ; and. yet who, does not ſee, that, 
the moſt part, both prieſt and- people, 
in every Chr on V live and govern 
8 125 the folly and: 8 —.— of the 
very ſame ſpirit which put that queſtion: 
for when G Ns as He 4 done from 
the beginning of the world, raiſes up Private 
and illiterate perſons, full of light and wii- 
dom from above, ſo as to be able to diſcover 
al * workings of Ws n ey en, | 
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A t6 open the ground, and:truth, - and ab- 
. lute neceſſity of ſuch an inward Spirit and 
Life of CnRisr revealed in us, as: time, 
carnal wiſdom, and worldly: policy have de. 
Frcs ee when all this is done, by the 
weakeſt inſtruments of Gop, in ſuch a ſim- 
Eo: and fulneſs of demonſtration as may 
be juſtly deemed a Miracle; do not Clergy 
and Laity get rid of it all, though ever o 
unanſwerable, merely by the ſtrength of the 
Thariſecs good old queſtion, ſaying with 
them, Have any of the Rulers believed 
e and taught theſe things? Hath the 
P Church in Council or Convocation? Hath 

Calvin, Lurber, Zuinglius, or any of our 
renowned Syſtern-makers, ever taught or 
Mi aſſerted theſe matters? | 

Bur hear what our bleſſed Lord faith, of 
Se place, the power, and origm of Truth; 
he refers us not to the current doctrines of 
the times, or to the ſyſtems: of men, but to 
his. own: Name, his own Nature, his own 
Divinity hidden in us: My Peep, ſaith he, 
hear my voice. Here the whole matter is de- 
ciſively determined, both where Truth is, 
On AF ANT gs EY vs | 
| . e Truth is no Where 8 
but by the voice of CHRIST, nor heard but 
by a power of CHRIS living: in the hear- 
er. _ He is the eternal only. Word of 
* | En forth, all the wiſdom, and 
. S Dy 2 AY Wunden 
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be of Gov; ſo He fone i is the Word, 


that ſpeaks forth all the life, wiſdom, and 


goodneſs, that is or can be in any creature; 
t can have none but what it has in him and 
fromhim: This is the one unchangeableboun- 
daryof Truth, Goodneſs, andevery Perfection 


5 of Men on earth, or Angels in heaven. 


LITERARY Learning, from the begin- ä 


ning to the end of time, will have no more 


of heavenly Wiſdom, nor any leſs of world- 
ly Fooliſhneſs in it, at one time than at ano- 

er; ĩts nature is one and the ſame throu ugh 
all ages; what it was in the Jeu and 
Heathen, that ſame it is in go Chriſtian. 
Its name; as. well as nature is unakerable; 
viz. Fooliſhneſs with Goo. 

THrovcn the mockings of ſuch men, and 
the many other ſpiritual conflicts with the 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, may a- 
bound with trials diſagreeable to fleſh and - 
blood, yet be of good chear and fear not; 
Hand 2 in the Lord, and be will hear thee in 
the day of trouble; the Name of the Gop of 
Facob will defend thee ; be will ſend thee help 
From the ſanctuary, and ſtrengtben thee out of 
Sion. The Lord of HosTs, who hath 0+ 
vercome the world, will ſtrengthen thee, 
and give thee the victory i in all things; and 
this is the victory that overcometh the world,. 

even our Faith : fight therefore the good fight 
e Faith, for to — that overcometh, our 
Almig = Saviour by his holy Spirit hath 
m * tbe. tree of Life — That be 


Jhall 


. 121 J 
Jhall not be burt of the ſecond Death. — That 
be ſhall fit with bim; and that he ſhall inhe- 
rit all things x. Even ſo grant, bleſſed Lord, 
to every one that calleth upon thy name. 
Amen. | | | | TEE X 3 


For your aſſiſtance in this ſtate of trial, 
I will tranſcribe a few RuLES, which have 
long lain by me for my own uſe; and may 
the Gop of all comfort bring them home 
to your heart with a fulneſs of bleſſing, 
and make them inſtrumental to unite you 
more firmly to him. 8 m7 


75 . ISL | 
I. Receive every outward and inward 


trouble, every diſappointment, temptation, 
and deſolation, with both thy hands, as a 
true opportunity of dying to Self, and of en- 
tering into a fuller fellowſhip with thy ſelf- 
denying, ſuffering Saviour. 


II. Look not at any inward or outward 
trouble in any other view ; reject every other 
thought about it ; and then every kind of 
trial and diſtreſs will become the bleſſed day 
of thy proſperity. „„ 


III. Bx afraid of ſeeking or finding com- 
fort in any thing but Gop alone. Quid 

* eſt cor purum? cui ex toto & pure ſufficit 

„„ . «© Dꝑus, 

\ ,* Theſe, and many like paſſages, may be read in the 
Apocalypſe, and in other parts of the holy Scripture, - 
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5-4 Drvs, eui nihil ſapit, quod nihil delectat 


a, niſi Deus: that is, What conſtitutes | 


à pure Heart ? one to which. Gop alone is 


an and purely ſufficient; to which no- 
thing e. or gives deli ght but Gop alone 


tity; Tra: ſtate is beſt, which exercifeth 


the higheſt Faith _ _ —_— edel 


7 Gop. l 


= Wwant is it pol want wad ek but | 
that GioD may be all in all in you 2 But how 
can this be, unleſs all ereaturely good and 


evil become as nothing in you, or to you? 


% Oh anima mea, abſtrahe te ab omnihus. 


* Quid tibi cum mutabilibus creaturis? 


5 * Selum ſponſum tuum, qui omnium 

e greaturarum' eſt author expectans, hoc 

age, ut cor tuum ille liberum & expedi- 
tum ſemper inveniat, quoties illi ad ip- 
*« ſum venire placuerit. „ Thatis, Oh my 


Soul! abſtract thyſelf from every thing. What 


—* thou to do with changeable 3 
aiting and expecting thy idegroom, 0 
is the Author: of all ä let it be thy 
ſole concern that he may find thy heart free 
and — as Wee as it wan 22 12 
to viſit thee:: - 1% Hier N 


VI. Beraſlired of this des | 


| ter, ve muſt be brought to this conviction, 
5 That Sl thing in ourſelves by nature. is 


"evil, and cntirel iven up; and that 
i " — "” nothing 
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nothing that is creaturely can make us bet! 
ter than we are by nature. Happy therefore 
and bleſſed are all thoſe inward or out ward 
troubles, that haſten this conviction in us 
that with the whole firength of. our Souls, 
we may be driven to ſeek arr from and in 
Gop, without the leaſt thought, hope, or 
contrivance after any other relief : 'Then it 
is, that we are made truly partakers of the 
Croſs of CHRIST, and from the bottom of 
our hearts ſhall be enabled to fay with Saint 
Paul, God forbid that T ſhould\ glory in any 
thing, ſave the Crofs of our Lord Jesvs CHRIST, 
by which T am crucified to the world, and the 
Wai . EO 
VII. Fix AL Ly, Give up yourſelf to Gon 
without reſerve. This implies ſuch a ſtate 
or habit of heart, as does nothing of itſelf, 
from its own reaſon, will or choice, but 
ſtands always in faith, hope, and abſolute 
dependence upon being led by the Spirit of 
Gop into every thing and every occaſion, 
that is according to Gop's will and deſign 
with us; ſeeking nothing by deſigning, rea- 
ſoning, and reflection, but how you ſhall 
beſt promote the honour of Gop in ſingle- 
_ neſs of heart; meeting every thing that every 
day brings forth, as ſomething that comes 
from Gov, and is to be received and gone 
through in ſuch an heavenly uſe of it, as 
you would ſuppoſe the holy Jes vs would 


have 
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